Private Jewels of the Balkans

Joining Point
Hotel Garden
Ul. Valentina Vodnika 13, 10000,
Zagreb, Croatia
Phone: +385 1 4843 720

Joining Point Instructions
Date

Flight

Arrival Time

1st September 2020

TBA

TBA

Your group transfer has been organised for the above flight details, Your driver will be waiting for you in the arrivals area near
the point you clear customs. Please look for our driver who will be holding a card with your name on it. The driver will wait for an
hour after your scheduled arrival time.
If you are not arriving with the rest of the group, please contact your agent to organise a separate transfer at an additional cost.

3 x Double Rooms
5 x Twin Rooms

Emergency Contact
BOOKING ENQUIRIES / ISSUES
For general enquiries or questions about your booking, please contact your agent or adventure specialist, or visit us at:
www.peregrineadventures.com/contact-us
CRISIS AND EMERGENCIES
In case of a genuine crisis or emergency please contact our local ground representative on the number below:
Peregrine's Local Operator: +49 8677 9186 657

Private Jewels of the Balkans 19 days/ 18 nights
uesday 1st September 2020 - Thursday 19th September 2019

One thing we’ve learned at Peregrine – you never outgrow adventure. The spirit that drives you to get out there and see the
world. Not through a coach window or with 50 strangers wearing headsets, not with a personal butler or a big buffet breakfast –
but intimately, authentically, memorably.
At Peregrine we’re for premium adventures, and for us that means embracing the spirit of adventure through a more immersive
cultural journey. Hand-picked accommodation, small groups, award-winning local guides, added inclusions and a more
considered pace.
Premium means an exceptional experience, but never an artificial one. Yes, adventure still exists. It’s still out there. It just got a
whole lot easier to find.

Private Jewels of the Balkans Itinerary
Day 1 / Tuesday 1st September 2020
Zagreb
Meals included: None
Dobro Dosli! Welcome to Croatia. On arrival to the airport your private transport will be waiting for you. Make your way to your
accommodation where you will meet your leader later today on the welcome meeting. In the evening after the meeting perhaps
join your leader for the dinner in one of the local restaurants.
Arrival Transfer
Included
Included Activities
Welcome meeting
Special Information
Your adventure begins with a welcome meeting at 6pm today, and you can arrive at anytime before then – check with reception
to confirm the time and place. If you can't arrange a flight that will have you arrive at the accommodation by early evening, you
may wish to arrive a day early. We'll be happy to book additional accommodation for you (subject to availability). If you're going
to be late, please inform the hotel reception. We'll be collecting your insurance details and next of kin information at this
meeting, so please have these on hand.
Accommodation: Hotel Garden
Day 2 / Wednesday 2nd September 2020
Zagreb
Meals included: breakfast, lunch
The morning will be free for you to explore the Zagreb and all its sights. From the tallest building the Zagreb gothic cathedral to
the Ban Jelacic square. Afternoon will be reserved for the included food tour. Eat your way through the market stalls, taverns,
and local restaurants of Zagreb on a foodie adventure filled with some of the best local dishes in the city. As you eat, learn the
stories behind the many distinct culinary traditions of Croatia. Even the smallest regions of the country have their own special
traditions when it comes to food and you’ll be sampling the dishes that best represent each. Afterwards hop for included ride on
the shortest funicular in the world.
Included Activities
Urban Adventure Zagreb Tastes of Croatia
Zagreb Funicular
Optional Activities
Mirogoj Cemetery - Free
Zagreb Cathedral - Free
Museum of Broken Relationships - HRK40
The Croatian Museum of Naive Art - HRK25
Zagreb City Museum - HRK30
Ivan Meštrović Atelier - HRK30

Accommodation: Hotel Garden
Day 3 / Thursday 3rd September 2020
Novi Sad
Meals included: breakfast
Today it will be a long ride to your next destination (6h). You will make a stop before the border in the small town of Vukovar, for
a included visit to the Hospital Museum. During the 1990’s war these are was under heavy military attack that left the scars till
today. After visit, take a short walk through the rebuild town before you cross the border in to Serbia. In the evening take time to
explore the streets of the Novi Sad.
Included Activities
Vukovar Hospital Museum visit
Accommodation: Garni Hotel Planeta Inn
Day 4 / Friday 4th September 2020
Belgrade
Meals included: breakfast
The morning will be left free to further explore Novi Sad and Petrovaradin fortress until you are pick up by your private transfer
around noon. Continue to the capital of Serbia, Belgrade. On arrival, enjoy a guided tour of the city’s wide boulevards and
squares, and the historic and green heart of Kalemegdan Park. The park is home to Kalemegdan Fortress, which has
overlooked the Danube River here for centuries. In the evening, head down to Skadarska Street in the bohemian quarter of
Skadarlija to sample some authentic local food and enjoy the lively atmosphere, in a place where Orthodox churches vie for
space next to fashionable nightclubs.
Included Activities
Belgrade guided walking tour
Accommodation: Design Hotel Mr.President
Day 5 / Saturday 5th September 2020
Belgrade
Meals included: breakfast
Today is a free day to further discover Belgrade. You might like to take a cruise along the Danube River, passing the
Kalemegdan Fortress, Pancevo Bridge and Zemun. Make sure you visit the imposing Hram Svetog Save (St Sava Church).
Alternatively the local market Zeleni Venac can keep you occupied for hours. Perhaps take a stroll through the Nikola Tesla
Museum to learn about the life and work of Serbia's greatest inventor, or check out the city's Ethnographic or Military Museums.
You can climb the 36-metre, 1896 Gardos tower in Zemun for sweeping views of the city and the Danube, or get a crash course
in Serbian contemporary art at Zepter Museum. If the weather is warm, why not brave the crowds on Ada Ciganlija beach,
where you can swim, take part in water-sports or simply soak up the sun with a cocktail. Throughout the summer months,
Belgrade hosts a variety of musical and cultural events and the city is abuzz with people and activities. The city’s nightlife has
become legendary throughout Europe, with several hundred floating bars, restaurants and nightclubs lining the Danube and
Sava rivers.
Optional Activities
Military Museum - RSD200
Nikola Tesla Museum - RSD500
Tito’s Mausoleum (House of Flowers) - RSD400
Sveti Sava Church – Free
Accommodation: Design Hotel Mr.President
Day 6 / Sunday 6th September 2020
Sarajevo
Meals included: breakfast
Today travel by bus through beautiful countryside to Sarajevo. The journey will take around eight hours in total, so sit back and
enjoy the scenery. On the way make a short stop in the tiny town of Zvornik, situated on the border between two countries. Here
you can enjoy included coffee break and snacks overlooking the Drina river, that separates two countries. Sarajevo is Bosnia
and Herzegovina's small but vibrant capital. Twenty years after the end of a devastating war, Sarajevo is slowly asserting itself
as one of Europe's most beautiful and interesting destinations. The city often draws comparisons with Istanbul as a city that
mixes east and west – dotted with minarets, mosques, bazaars and the aroma of coffee. On arrival, embark on a guided tour to
gain an insight into the history and culture of the city. Sarajevo is one of the few cities in the world that features an Orthodox

church, a Catholic church and a mosque (the famous Begova Džamija) all within close proximity. In the evening, perhaps enjoy
a simple but delicious meal in Bascarsija, Sarajevo's old bazaar. Out from here the city’s history unfolds – from Ottoman-era
buildings to the elaborate constructions of the Austro-Hungarian period and on to the ugly structures of the communists. Try the
local speciality of bosanski cevapi (grilled minced meat mixed with mild spices).
Included Activities
Sarajevo guided walking tour
Accommodation: Hotel Central
Day 7 / Monday 7th September 2020
Sarajevo
Meals included: breakfast
Enjoy a free day in and around Sarajevo. You could take an optional day trip out to the thermal springs and green parks of
Ilidza, the source of the River Bosna. You might prefer to discover local history with a visit to the History Museum and the
Sarajevo War Tunnels (dug underneath the airport runway and used to smuggle provisions into the city during its siege), or
learn about the tragedies faced by the city's Jews at the Jewish Museum. Perhaps get cultural with a stroll through the Art
Gallery of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Perhaps return to Baščaršija and get lost in the mosques, caravanserais, and stone-vaulted
bazaars, snacking on burek or ćevapi, or ramble along through Park Prinčeva for views of the city. The Pivnica HS brewery,
which also has a restaurant, is a good place to sample local award-winning beer and spend an evening.
Optional Activities
Svrzo's House - BAM3
National Museum - BAM6
Times of Misfortune Tour & Tunnel Museum - BAM60
Gallery 11/07/95 - Free
Urban Adventures - Story of Sarajevo - EUR49
Urban Adventures - Scars and Smiles - EUR24
City Hall / Old National Library building - BAM10
Jewish Museum - BAM3
Gazi Husrev-beg Mosque - BAM3
Ilidza Park and Springs - BAM15
Despica House - BAM3
Brusa Bezistan - BAM3
Museum of Sarajevo 1878–1918 - BAM4
Accommodation: Hotel Central
Day 8 / Tuesday 8th September 2020
Dubrovnik
Meals included: breakfast
Head out of Sarajevo by early morning to Mostar, a town situated in a beautiful valley in the high mountains of Herzegovina
(approximately 3 hours). Thanks to the river Neretva Mostar was able to develop as a city in the barren landscape of
Herzegovina. Neretva's size turned Mostar into a trading centre of the region very early on. The city was the most heavily
bombed settlement in Bosnia during the war, but it has since been rebuilt and now features on UNESCO's World Heritage list.
On arrival, perhaps head to the famous Stari Most (meaning Old Bridge), first built by the Ottomans in 1565 – it was the great
architect Mimar Hajrudin who succeeded with the impossible mission to cross the Neretva River with a single span stone bridge.
The bridge also made headline news during the Yugoslav wars when it was destroyed in 1993. It was rebuilt and reopened in
2004, and there’s an interesting museum about its history next to the bridge itself. If you’re lucky you’ll see the famous brave
members of Mostar’s diving club hurl themselves into the icy waters below. It’s a tradition for the young men of the town to make
the jump, and it’s now an annual competition. We advise against having a go yourself though, as the bridge is very high and the
water is freezing. Later on today continue to Dubrovnik where you will spend the night (approximately 4 hours).
Included Activities
Mostar guided walking tour
Optional Activities
Mostar War Photo Exhibition - BAM6
Mostar Koski Mehmed Pasa Mosque & Minaret - BAM6
Mostar Old Bridge Museum - BAM5
Accommodation: Hotel Lapad
Day 9 / Wednesday 9th September 2020
Dubrovnik

Meals included: breakfast
Head out on a walk through the city with your local guide. You'll visit Big Onofrio's Fountain, built by the European architect
Onofrio della Cava in the 15th century to supply water to the city. Afterwards, perhaps check out the 13th-century Franciscan
monastery or the Sponza and Rector's Palaces, the only Renaissance buildings in the city to survive a devastating earthquake
and fire in 1667. You might like to visit the city's War Photography Museum, or if you have time, even take a boat trip to nearby
Lokrum Island, where you will find the French-built Fort Royal Castle, a monastery, and a botanical garden that dates back to
when the Austrian archduke Maximilian had his holiday home on the island. After the tour join the leader for the included cable
car ride up to the Srdj hill overlooking the old town of Dubrovnik.
Included Activities
Dubrovnik guided walking tour
Dubrovnik cable car
Optional Activities
Game of Thrones Tour - HRK200
Franciscan Monastery - HRK30
Lokrum Island Boat Trip - HRK150
War Photography Museum - HRK50
Rector's Palace - HRK120
Museum of Croatian War of Independence - Mt Srd - HRK30
Accommodation: Hotel Lapad
Day 10 / Thursday 10th September 2020
Dubrovnik - Kotor
Meals included: breakfast
Private transfer will take you across Croatia to Montenegro, to the city of Kotor.Explore Europe's most southerly fjord, Boka
Kotorska (Bay of Kotor) and Kotor town, on guided walking tour. This 5th-century World Heritage-listed city is set on a secluded
bay, with towering peaks surrounding a rocky coastline dotted with pretty waterside towns. Check out the 12th-century
Cathedral of St Tryphun, the South Gates of Kotor (the Gurdich Gate) and the Armoury Square (Trg od oruzija). Afterwards, you
will board a boat for the ride around the Bay of Kotor. In the afternoon make your way back to the Dubrovnik.
Included Activities
Kotor walking guided tour
Kotor bay boat cruise
Accommodation: Hotel Lapad
Day 11 / Friday 11th September 2020
Hvar
Meals included: breakfast
A hydrofoil ferry takes you to the neighbouring island of Hvar (approximately 3 hours). Beautiful Hvar has an air of Venice about
it, and is known as the 'Queen of the Dalmatian Islands'. Wander around a town with wonderfully preserved Renaissance
facades, hike past dramatic jagged limestone cliffs and slow your pace to enjoy the undulating farms, fields of lavender and
rosemary, and ancient olive groves. Upon arrival, get to know the town with an guided walking tour. Feel the history when
wandering the backstreets of quirky galleries and unique boutiques, watch the fishermen bring the day’s catch into the quay, and
chill out over a few cocktails in a waterside bar.
Included Activities
Hvar guided walking tour
Optional Activities
Pakleni Island Half Day Trip - HRK250
St. Stephen’s Cathedral - HRK10
Accommodation: Hotel Amfora (To be booked on October 2019 as the bookings for 2020 are not open earlier)
Day 12 / Saturday 12th September 2020
Hvar
Meals included: breakfast
Today take a ride to the village of Vrboska founded in 15th century as a fishing harbor. It is best known for the fortress of Church
of Sv.Marija built for the refuges who were coming on the island in 16th century. In the afternoon you will make your way to the
Hvar.

Included Activities
Day trip to Vrboska
Accommodation: Hotel Amfora (To be booked on October 2019 as the bookings for 2020 are not open earlier)
Day 13 / Sunday 13th September 2020
Split
Meals included: breakfast
Catch a boat to Split (approximately 1 hour). If Dubrovnik is considered the heart of Dalmatia, Split is certainly its soul. Situated
on a small peninsula on the eastern shores of the Adriatic Sea, it's the second largest city in Croatia. Join a local guide for a
walking tour of this stunning seaside town and get to know its history. See the original and fantastically preserved basements
under the city, as well as the Cathedral in Diocletian's Peristyle and Jupiter's Temple. Explore the impressive ruins of
Diocletian's Palace, Split's most imposing structure and some of the most interesting ruins on the Adriatic coast. Portions of the
Palace are over 1,700 years old and there’s ample time to experience this time-defying structure. Split grew out from
Diocletian's Palace and you can almost see it evolving in a multitude of different ways right before your eyes. Some cultures
might have made the palace a museum, but Split is a dynamic and vibrant place, and the palace houses many businesses and
homes. If your feet get tired, why not grab a drink at a cafe on the Riva Promenade and people watch for a while.
Included Activities
Split guided walking tour
Accommodation: Hotel Luxe
Day 14 / Monday 14th September 2020
Split
Meals included: breakfast
Take a short journey south to the small town of Omis (45 min). On arrival you will have time to walk around a town, before
boarding a boat and taking a ride up the Cetina river. Hidden from massive tourism, this area offers beautiful landscape of
mixture between bare grey rock and dense green forestry. After wards make your way back to the town of Split
Included Activities
Omis day trip
Boat ride on Cetina river
Accommodation: Hotel Luxe
Day 15 / Tuesday 15th September 2020
Plitvice Lakes National Park
Meals included: breakfast
Take a drive inland and travel north to your next destination, Plitvice lakes (approximately 4 hours). Plitvice Lakes National Park,
a misty Eden of endless waterfalls and spectral blue lakes. Fed by the Bijela and Crna (White and Black) Rivers, the waters
tumble from a high, tree-lined ridge down through the valley and skirt dense forests of beech, spruce and pine. A series of
wooden walkways pass over the landscape, ensuring there’s little impact upon the park. 16 stunning turquoise lakes, fed by
underground springs, are split into the upper and lower lakes. The upper are in the dolomite cliffs, where rushing water weaves
in and out of the karst, dropping dramatically down to the lower lakes, with enchanting forests, grottoes and steep cliffs. This
interplay of water, rock, and plant-life creates a wondrous, dynamic landscape, changing the water colour from azure to bright
green, deep blue to grey. Look to the canopy for over 120 species of birds, including hawks and owls. The butterflies that hover
through the trees transform the park into a riot of colour in the autumn. Even amongst this pristine natural beauty, the Plitvice
Lakes are shadowed by the region's history.
Included Activities
Plitvice Lakes entrance fee
Accommodation: Plitvice Ethno House Plitvice Selo
Day 16 / Wednesday 16th September 2020
Ljubljana
Meals included: breakfast
This morning, say farewell to Croatia and travel to the Postojna Caves (approximately 3 hours), where you will explore the cave.
A network of 20 kilometres of passages, galleries and chambers, Postojna is the 2nd largest classic karst cave in Slovenia. In
1872, railway lines were laid in the cave and electricity arrived in 1884. Begin with a 2-kilometre open-top train ride through
narrow tunnels to this jungle of stalactites and stalagmites. In the vast chambers the electric lighting allows you to admire the

size and splendour of the underground world, where the geological past is recorded in a unique manner. The wealth of
speleothems, calcite and formations is dazzling, and they abound in a variety of shapes, colours and age. Continue on to
Ljubljana (approximately 1 hour), a city full of style and sophistication, and a treasure-trove of history, monuments, churches,
museums, and great restaurants.
Included Activities
Postojna cave entrance fee
Accommodation: Best Western Hotel Slon
Day 17 / Thursday 17th September 2020
Ljubljana
Meals included: breakfast
Today is a free day at your own leisure.
Optional Activities
Urban Adventures - Ljubljana Bites & Sights - EUR59
Dragon Bridge - Free
Metelkova Neighbourhood - Free
Ljubljana Castle and Funicular - EUR10
Urban Adventures - Bohemian Slovenia - EUR63
Urban Adventures - Socialism and the City - EUR60
Accommodation: Best Western Hotel Slon
Day 18 / Friday 18th September 2020
Ljubljana - Bled
Meals included: breakfast
Continue this morning to the famous lake Bled. On arrival take a Pletna boat ride (a wooden, awning-covered boat rowed by a
special oarsman) to the island on Lake Bled – climb up the 99 steps to St Mary's Church. Afterwards head to the cliff-top Old
Bled Castle, dating from the 15th century and overlooking sparkling Lake Bled. Be sure to seek out the famous Bled cream
cake, which isn’t hard; nearly every cafe and cake shop in town claims that theirs is the best. In the afternoon make your way
back to Ljubljana. Perhaps join your leader for the farewell dinner in one of the local restaurants
Included Activities
Day trip to Bled
Pletna boat ride
Bled Castle entrance fee
Accommodation: Best Western Hotel Slon
Day 19 / Saturday 19th September 2020
Ljubljana
Meals included: breakfast
Your adventures comes to an end after breakfast this morning. There are no activities planned for the final day and you are able
to depart the accommodation at arranged time. You will be transferred to the airport to board your onward flight.
Departure Transfer
Included

Finishing point
Best Western Hotel Slon
Slovenska cesta 34, 1000 Ljubljana,
Slovenia
Phone: +386 1 470 11 00

Finishing Point Instructions
Date

Flight

Departure Time

Saturday 19th September 2020

TBA

TBA

Your group transfer has been organised for the above flight details. If you have not been notified of your collection time, please
ask at your hotel reception.

Itinerary Disclaimer
The word ‘adventure’ gets thrown around a lot these days. But the way we see it, there are adventures, and there are
Adventures. As this itinerary may explore areas that we don’t usually go to with our regular product range, places you don’t find
in your typical travel brochure, it may not have been tried and tested.
While we always endeavour to provide the best possible holiday experience, due to the nature of travel and the areas we are
visiting on this itinerary sometimes things can and do go wrong. Should anything unexpected occur while you are on your trip, it
is best that you discuss this with your group leader or our local representative straight away so that they can do their best to
address it and save any potential negative impact on the rest of your trip.
For us, adventures like this are at the heart of what it means to be Peregrine Adventures: something original, unexpected, and
as far from ‘the usual’ as you’re going to get. Wave goodbye to that beaten path.

Pre Departure Information The Balkans
Important Notes
LEVEL OF FITNESS
This trip can be enjoyed by just about anyone with a reasonable level of fitness.
Local guides
The aim of our local guides is to take the hassle out of your travels and to help you have the best trip possible. On this
Adventure you will get to enjoy the variety of having someone different for each day and/or activity. They will be able to provide
information on the places you are travelling through, offer suggestions for things to do and see, recommend great local eating
venues and, where possible, introduce you to our local friends. You can expect them to have a broad general knowledge of the
places visited on the trip, including historical, cultural, religious and social aspects.
&
Group leader
All Peregrine group trips are accompanied by one of our group leaders. The aim of the group leader is to take the hassle out of
your travels and to help you have the best trip possible. Peregrine endeavours to provide the services of an experienced leader
however, due to the seasonality of travel, rare situations may arise where your leader is new to a particular region or training
other group leaders.
Your leader will provide information on the places you are travelling through, offer suggestions for things to do and see,
recommend great local eating venues and introduce you to our local friends. While not being guides in the traditional sense you
can expect them to have a broad general knowledge of the places visited on the trip, including historical, cultural, religious and
social aspects. At Peregrine we aim to support local guides who have specialised knowledge of the regions we visit. If you were
interested in delving deeper into the local culture at a specific site or location then your leader can recommend a local guide
service in most of the main destinations of your trip.
OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES:
A selection of optional activities that have been popular with past travellers are listed in the day-to-day itinerary. This isn't an
exhaustive list and should be used as a guide only. Prices are approximate, are for entrance only and don’t include transport to
and from the sites or local guides unless indicated. All activities are subject to availability and it may not be possible to do all the
activities listed in the time available at each destination, so some pre-planning for what you are most interested in is advised.
When it's recommended that travellers pre-book these activities, look for a note in the Special Information section of the day-today itinerary. For most, they can either be organised independently on the day, or just let your leader know you are interested
and they can assist.
Where activities are considered medium or high risk, we work with operators whose safety and credentials we have sighted and
assessed. This means that it is possible that you may find the same activity cheaper with another operator on the ground,
however we cannot vouch for the safety or quality of that operator. Activities not listed above have not been assessed by us and
as such our staff and leaders are unable to assist you with organising these activities. The decision to partake in any activity not
listed is at your own discretion and risk.
Feedback
After your travels, we want to hear from you! We rely on your feedback. We read it carefully. Feedback helps us understand
what we are doing well and what we could be doing better and it allows us to make improvements for future travellers.
You can leave your feedback here: https://bookings.peregrineadventures.com/bookings/en_AU/feedback/
Pre-departure checklist
Before you travel please download our pre-departure checklist to make sure you are fully prepared for your trip:
http://www.peregrineadventures.com/pre-departure-travel-checklist
Passport and visas
For visits of 90 days or less Australian, British, Canadian, New Zealand and US passport holders, and most EU citizens do not
require a visa for Croatia, Montenegro, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Serbia and Bulgaria. Most nationalities require a visa to enter
Turkey. Visas must be obtained through the e-Visa system. To apply for an e-visa, please go to https://www.evisa.gov.tr/en/ at
least two weeks before you arrive in Turkey. A multiple entry e-Visa costs USD60 as is valid for 90 days. Please note, visa costs
can change at any time and with little notice depending on the political climate of the region. Some countries do not require a
visa at all. This includes passport holders from New Zealand, Argentina, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Japan, Norway,
Sweden and Switzerland for stays of up to three months. We recommend all nationalities check with the relevant authorities as
to whether this information is current, as changes do happen.
Medical and health information
All Peregrine travellers need to be in good physical health in order to participate fully on this trip. When selecting your trip please
make sure you have read through the itinerary carefully and assess your ability to cope with our style of travel. Please note that

if, in the opinion of our group leader or local guide, any traveller is unable to complete the itinerary without undue risk to
themselves and/or the rest of the group, Peregrine reserves the right to exclude them from all or part of a trip without refund.
You should consult your doctor for up-to-date medical travel information or for any necessary vaccinations and anti-malarial
requirements before departure. We recommend that you carry a first aid kit as well as any personal medical requirements
(including a spare pair of glasses) as they may not easily be obtained at the locations on this trip. For legal reasons our leaders
and guides are prohibited from administering any type of drugs including headache tablets and antibiotics. Please ensure that
you are adequately prepared.
Accommodation
Hotel 17 nights Feature stay 1 night
SINGLE TRAVELLERS
Our group trips are designed for shared accommodation and don't involve a compulsory single supplement. Single travellers
share with people of the same gender in twin share accommodation. You have the option to pay for a single supplement to
ensure that you have your own accommodation (subject to availability). Please note that this only applies to accommodation
during the tour - pre-trip and post-trip accommodation will be booked on a single room basis.
OCCASIONAL ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODATION
The style of accommodation indicated in the day-to-day itinerary is a guideline. On rare occasions, alternative arrangements
may need to be made due to the lack of availability of rooms in our usual accommodation. A similar standard of accommodation
will be used in these instances.
TWIN SHARE BASIS
Accommodation on this trip is on a twin share basis (unless noted otherwise in the day-to-day itinerary).
CHECK-IN TIME
Throughout the trip we request that our hotels prepare rooms in time for our arrival, especially if we're arriving prior to normal
check-in time. However this isn't always possible which means we won't be able to check-in immediately on arrival at some
hotels. Instead, we can store our luggage and explore our new destination.
PRE/POST TRIP ACCOMMODATION
If you've purchased pre-trip or post-trip accommodation (if available), you may be required to change rooms from your trip
accommodation for these extra nights.
FACILITIES
Your accommodation may not always have air-conditioning. European hotels generally don't provide kettles or fridges.
Transport
Private vehicle, ferry, taxi, local bus
Included Meals
18 Breakfasts, 1 Lunches
Money matters
CURRENCY
The local currency of Croatia is the Croatian Kuna (HRK), Montenegro uses the Euro (EUR), even though the country is not part
of the European monetary union, in Bosnia and Herzegovina the local currency is the Bosnian Mark (BAM), Serbia's currency is
the Serbian Dinar (RSD), in Bulgaria it is the Bulgarian Lev (BGN), and in Turkey the official currency is the Turkish Lira (TRY).
EUR banknotes are easily exchanged in any of the countries visited on this trip.
BANKING
Changing and accessing money is easy in the region.Like in other countries in the region, ATMs are becoming more common,
and larger purchases can usually be made with a credit card. Before you go, it’s best to organise a variety of ways to access
your money overseas. Euro cash is the best form of cash currency to take as it can be easily changed to the local currency in
the countries visited on this trip.
TIPPING
If you're happy with the services provided a tip - though not compulsory - is appropriate. While it may not be customary to you,
it's of great significance to the people who will take care of you during your travels, inspires excellent service, and is an
entrenched feature of the tourism industry across many Peregrine destinations. The following amounts are per person
suggestions based on local considerations and feedback from our past travellers: In local markets and basic restaurants and
cafes - round your bill up to the nearest €1. In more up-market restaurants we suggest 5% to 10% of your bill. Throughout your

trip you may at times have a local guide in addition to your tour leader. We suggest €2-€3 per day for local guides. You may also
have a range of drivers on your trip. Some may be with you for a short journey while others may be with you for several days.
We would suggest a higher tip for those more involved with the group, however we suggest €1-€2 per day for drivers. You may
also consider tipping your tour leader for outstanding service throughout your trip. The amount is entirely a personal preference,
however as a guideline €4-€5 per person, per day can be used. Of course you are free to tip more or less as you see fit,
depending on your perception of service quality and the length of your trip. Remember, a tip is not compulsory and should only
be given when you receive excellent service. In total, we recommend you budget approx €5-€10 per day of your trip to cover
tipping.
SPENDING MONEY
Clients are responsible for expenses (e.g. meals, transportation or hotel costs) not specified as included in the trip cost but that
may be required to get to or from a trip start or end. Other costs to consider are tips, laundry, souvenirs, additional sightseeing
and possible delays. It is much better to come with more than you would expect to spend and to end the trip with a surplus,
rather than being caught short! It is always useful to carry an additional amount for emergencies, which could happen en route.
If there is a medical emergency you are sometimes required to pay at the source and reimbursement will be made later by your
insurance company. This is the situation where having a credit card may be useful.
CONTINGENCY FUNDS
We try to plan for every eventuality, but there are still some things beyond our control. Please make sure you have access to an
extra US$500 for emergencies (e.g. severe weather, natural disasters, civil unrest) or other events that result in unavoidable
changes to the itinerary (e.g. transport strikes or cancellations, airport closures). Sometimes these things necessitate last
minute changes to enable our trips to continue to run, and as a result there may be some extra costs involved.
Packing
What you need to bring will vary according to when you are travelling. Generally speaking, we recommend you pack as lightly
as possible and make sure that you are able to carry and lift your own luggage, and walk with it for short distances. Most
travellers carry their luggage in a backpack, although an overnight bag with a shoulder strap would suffice if you travel lightly.
Smaller bags or backpacks with wheels are convenient although we recommend your bag has carry straps. We also
recommend you take a day pack/bag to carry water and a camera etc for day trips. As well as your clothes, passport and
toothbrush and other items you always need to pack for travel, below are some items that you specifically need for this trip.
ESSENTIALS
- Rain gear, including jacket with a hood. Being prepared for all weather conditions will increase your enjoyment of the trip
- Sun protection - hat, sunscreen, sunglasses
- Comfortable shoes for walking. While this trip is not classed as a hiking trip, please note that you will be on your feet a lot in
order to explore each destination.
RECOMMENDED
- Personal medical kit. Your leader will carry a large kit but we recommend you carry items such as blister relief, mild pain killers
and bandaids.
- Water bottle. We recommend at least a 1.5 litre capacity. The sale of bottled water contributes to an enormous environmental
problem around the world. In addition to the water in bottles, the production of a 1 litre plastic bottle takes 2 litres of water and
200ml of oil. A large proportion end up in limited landfill or discarded in waterways and natural environments.
OPTIONAL
- Camera with spare batteries. You won't be able to recharge during the day
We operate trips in Europe in spring, summer and the start of autumn. Bear in mind that the weather will vary significantly from
place to place also depending on the time of year. Remember that quality rain gear is essential for any destination - you’ll enjoy
your holiday to the fullest if you’re prepared for all kinds of weather! Laundry facilities are available in some destinations.
Safety
Many national governments provide a regularly updated advice service on safety issues involved with international travel. We
recommend that you check your government's advice for their latest travel information before departure and ensure that your
travel insurance covers you for all areas your itinerary covers. Please refer to our website's safety page for links to major travel
advisories and updates on safety issues affecting our trip.
We strongly recommend the use of a neck wallet or money belt while travelling, for the safe-keeping of your passport, air tickets,
cash and other valuable items. Leave your valuable jewellery at home - you won't need it while travelling. Many of our hotels
have safety deposit boxes, which is the most secure way of storing your valuables. A lock is recommended for securing your
luggage.
Your leader will accompany you on all included activities, however during your trip you'll have some free time to pursue your
own interests, relax and take it easy or explore at your leisure. While your leader will assist you with the available options in a
given location, please note that any optional activities you undertake are not part of your itinerary, and we make no

representations about the safety of the activity or the standard of the operators running them. Please use your own good
judgement when selecting an activity in your free time. Please also note that your Leader has the authority to amend or cancel
any part of the trip itinerary if it's deemed necessary due to safety concerns.
A couple of rules
Everyone has the right to feel safe when they travel. We don’t tolerate any form of violence (verbal or physical) or sexual
harassment, either between customers or involving our leaders, partners or local people. Sexual relationships between a tour
leader and a customer are strictly forbidden.
Use or possession of illegal drugs will not be tolerated on our trips. If you choose to consume alcohol while travelling, we
encourage responsible drinking, and expect that you’ll abide by the local laws regarding alcohol consumption.
The sex tourism industry is known to exploit vulnerable people and have negative consequences on communities, including
undermining the development of sustainable tourism. For this reason, patronising sex workers will not be tolerated on our trips.
By travelling with us you are agreeing to adhere to these rules. Your group leader has the right to remove any member of the
group for breaking any of these rules, with no right of refund.
If you feel that someone is behaving inappropriately while travelling with us, please inform your tour leader or local guide
immediately. Alternatively, contact us on the emergency contact number detailed in the Problems and Emergency Contact
section of this Essential Trip Information.
Travelling on a group trip
As you travel on a group trip you will be exposed to all the pleasures and maybe some of the frustrations of travelling in a group.
Your fellow travellers will probably come from all corners of the world and likely a range of age groups too. We ask you to be
understanding of the various needs and preferences of your group - patience with your fellow travellers is sometimes required
for the benefit of everyone's travel experience. Remember too that you have responsibilities to the group. If you are requested to
be at a place at a certain time, ensure that you don't keep the rest of the group waiting. We have found time and time again that
the very best trips we operate are those where the dynamics within the group work well - this takes just a little effort on your
part. Sharing a room can be a great way to get to know people quickly and make close friends. It just takes a little effort on your
part.
Travel Insurance
Travel insurance is compulsory for all our trips. We require that, at a minimum, you are covered for medical expenses including
emergency repatriation. We strongly recommend that the policy also covers personal liability, cancellation, curtailment and loss
of luggage and personal effects.
When travelling on a trip, you won't be permitted to join the group until evidence of travel insurance and the insurance
company's 24 hour emergency contact number has been seen by your leader.
If you have credit card insurance your group leader will require details of the participating insurer/underwriter, the level of
coverage, policy number and emergency contact number rather than the bank's name and credit card details. Please contact
your bank for these details prior to arriving in-country.
Responsible Travel
Travelling responsibly is all about making good choices. It's about ensuring you have an incredible trip while also having a
positive impact on the local environment, community and economy you're travelling in. How can you be a Responsible
Traveller? See our tips below:
- Choose to travel with a responsible travel company like us! We've already offset the main carbon emissions of your trip, so
your footprint is already lighter.
- Consider offsetting your flights when you book your trip/flights with us or your travel agent.
- Bring a refillable water bottle and some water purification tablets (or a Steripen) to cut down on plastic bottle waste.
- Be an animal-friendly traveller. Only go to venues that respect animals by allowing them to live normally in their natural
environment. Steer clear of venues that use animals for entertainment or abnormal activities and/or keep animals in poor and
unnatural conditions.
- Eat at local restaurants, buy from regional artists and support social enterprises so you can contribute directly to locals and
their economy.
- Always be respectful of local customs and ask permission if you want to take a photo of someone.
- Learn a few words of the local language and engage with the people around you.
- Carry a cloth or re-usable bag so you can avoid plastic bags.
- Give back by making a donation to a local project via The Intrepid Foundation.

Share your thoughts with us by completing your feedback form after your trip. This helps us to continue to improve our
commitment to responsible travel.
The Intrepid Foundation
Help us change thousands of lives by creating meaningful work and supporting skills training in communities around the world.
The Intrepid Foundation is the not-for-profit for Intrepid Group. We work with local organisations around the world to improve the
livelihoods of vulnerable individuals and communities through sustainable travel experiences. With our travellers’ help, we’ve
contributed more than AU $6 million to over 100 community organisations since 2002.
Did you know that tourism is one of the biggest contributors to the global economy, making up 1 out of every 10 jobs? That’s
why we support local projects that create meaningful jobs and give people the skills they need to work in the destinations we
take you to. And it’s why we exist – to make it easy for travellers to give back to the communities and places they’ve been in an
effective and meaningful way.
All donations to The Intrepid Foundation are matched by Intrepid Group dollar for dollar (up to AU$10,000 per donor and
AU$500,000 in total each financial year, excluding emergency appeals). And because Intrepid Group covers all administration
costs, every cent goes directly to the projects. Donating is simple and secure. Please ask your leader for information about the
projects we support through The Intrepid Foundation or visit our website:
http://www.theintrepidfoundation.org/

