INSIGHT
EXPERIENCES

DELICIOUSLY
AUTHENTIC
DINING

TRAVEL AND
STAY IN STYLE

SMALLER
GROUP
CAMARADERIE

SEAMLESS,
STRESS-FREE
TRAVEL

IDA PORTELLA BUSINESS & TRAVEL SERVICES PRESENTS

IRELAND & SCOTLAND

INCLUDING THE EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO
19 DAYS DEPARTING 10 AUGUST 2020

INSIGHTVACATIONS.COM
#INSIGHTMOMENTS
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DAY 1: MON 10 AUG 2020
Welcome To Dublin

INCLUSIONS

• Personally escorted by Ida & Geoff
• 18 nights in First Class Hotel
Accommodation as indicated
• Luxury air-conditioned 40 seater coach
with extended leg room, on-board
washroom and panoramic windows
• Escorted by an expert Insight Travel
Director
• Included airport transfer service on the
first and last day of tour
• Included sightseeing and meals as
indicated on the itinerary
• Headsets for all guided visits and
walking tours
• Hotel and restaurant tips
• Porterage at all hotels
• 18 Breakfasts, 1 Afternoon Tea, 2
Dinners and 6 Dinners with wine
• Gratuities to Travel Director and Driver

Welcome to Ireland! On arrival at Dublin airport,
you are met by your Travel Director and then
become acquainted with Dublin’s elegant
squares during sightseeing with a local expert.
See famous O’Connell Street, Custom House,
Dublin Castle and then walk through the cobbled
courtyards of Trinity College. Then experience
Ireland’s national and world-famous drink with a
guided visit to the Guinness Storehouse. Gain a
fascinating insight into the history and traditions
behind its production and enjoy a tasting with
a Guinness expert. You are then transferred to
your hotel where the rest of the afternoon is at
leisure. Later we meet for a warm and friendly
Welcome Dinner, an opportunity to get to know
each other over a meal with wine. (DW)

DAY 2: TUE 11 AUG 2020
County Meath Excursion

This morning we travel to County Meath. Here
you will visit impressive Trim Castle, founded in
1173 by the Norman, Hugh de Lacy and where a
scene from Braveheart was filmed. The castle is
one of the largest and best preserved in Ireland.
We then explore Westeros, from the television
series Game of Thrones, where we visit the early
Christian settlement of Monasterboice. Later
return to Dublin where the remainder of the
evening is free. (B)

DAY 3: WED 12 AUG 2020
Dublin – Kilkenny - Cork

Continue to the medieval city of Kilkenny where
we visit Kilkenny Castle, an Anglo-Norman castle
that sits majestically over the Nore River. Our
next stop is the Jamison Distillery in Middleton,
where we take a tour of the old distillery. You’ll
learn about the distillation process, visit a
restored 19th-century warehouse where
Jameson is aged in oak casks and even have

an opportunity to sample some of the finished
product. We then head to Cork, Ireland’s second
most populous city, built on the River Lee, where
we travel along the Grand Parade and see Cork’s
City Hall and Opera House. (B)

DAY 4: THU 13 AUG 2020

Cork - Blarney Castle - Killarney
Today we visit the ruined 15th century
Blarney Castle, home of the famous Stone
of Eloquence - once kissed, never forgotten!
We then take a memorable ride on a horsedrawn jaunting car with the local jarveys. The
Irish Ceilidh epitomises how music and dance
were enjoyed in rural Ireland. Tonight, at the
craic - welcoming, jolly, fun and informal - is
accompanied with plenty of food and drink.
There’s no more enjoyable way to understand
Irish culture. (B, DW)

DAY 5: FRI 14 AUG 2020
Ring Of Kerry Experience
Tour the superb seascapes, towering cliffs and
spectacular mountains of the Ring of Kerry.
Follow the narrow road as it winds through lush
lakelands and delightful villages like Sneem.
Cross the peat bogs of the Black Mountains to
Moll’s Gap and admire Queen Victoria’s Ladies
View. Upon returning in the mid-afternoon, the
rest of the day is at leisure. (B)

DAY 6: SAT 15 AUG 2020
Killarney - Limerick
Begin the day with a short ferry ride across the
Shannon Estuary. Enjoy magnificent views of
the Clare Coast as you journey to the Visitors’
Centre at the 700-foot Cliffs of Moher. Then
continue to Limerick where on our orientation,
our Travel Director will show you the 12th
century St Mary’s Cathedral, King Johns Castle
and the Treaty Stone. The remainder of the
afternoon and evening are free, perhaps soak up
the atmosphere at a local pub? (B)

DAY 7: SUN 16 AUG 2020
Limerick - Galway
We head to Galway, where we see the infamous
Lynch Memorial and the Church of St. Nicholas,
where Christopher Columbus reputedly prayed
before his discovery of America. Also see the
aged Spanish Arch and Eyre Square, dedicated
to the late US President, John F. Kennedy. Then,
Galway’s famous food culture is explored and
takes in some of the city’s best known and secret
food haunts! With a local guide you will be taken
around around Galway’s finest food destinations.
The tour will include an unforgettable trip to the
now famous Galway Market and visits to award
winning restaurants and cafes. (B)

DAY 8 : MON 17 AUG 2020
Galway To Sligo Bay
Tour the wild Connemara region, a scenic
wonderland of rivers, lakes and silent hills. In
the evening, your perfect country retreat is
located on beautiful grounds overlooked by the
spectacular Benbulben Mountain. (B,D)

DAY 9: TUE 18 AUG 2020
Sligo Bay – Portrush
Cross into Northern Ireland to visit Londonderry.
What better way to experience sightseeing than
with one of Northern Ireland’s best storytellers,
Ronan, as he walks with you inside the city walls,
still topped with cannons. Walk down steep
Shipquay Street, with its elegant Georgian
houses, to the Gothic Guildhall. We then visit
some more locations from the television series
Game of Thrones, as you pass the beautifully
remote Binevenagh Mountain. Next, drive
to Downhill Strand, known in the series as
Dragonstone. Continue exploring the dramatic
coastline and visit Musseden Temple, built in 1785
and now one of the most photographed buildings
in Ireland. Continue to your hotel, where there is
some free time before we enjoy dinner together
at the hotel restaurant. (B,D)

and castle were used in seasons one and five.
*Please note: visit to Shane’s Castle is subject
to availability and confirmation. The caverns
underneath are used for filming the crypts in
Winterfell. Then it’s on to Belfast where we enjoy
an orientation tour of the city. Tonight we enjoy
dinner together at a local restaurant. (B,DW)

locations sightseeing today as we travel onwards
to Doune Castle, better known as Castle Leoch,
home to Colum Mackenzie. Additionally, this
castle has been used for Winterfell scenes in
Game of Thrones and has also made appearances
in the Monty Python and the Holy Grail film. Next,
into the Highlands and through Glen Coe with a
stop at Loch Ness where we embark on a cruise
to soak up the scenery, historic monuments
and intriguing tales of Nessie in the heart of
Scotland’s great glen. We then continue to our
hotel in the Scottish Highlands. (B,DW)

DAY 12: FRI 21 AUG 2020
Belfast
This morning drive along the scenic Stangford
Lough, an area with close ties to St. Patrick. It
was transformed into the Narrow Sea for the
Game of Thrones television series. Continue
to Castle Ward, a 14th century castle complex
transformed into Winterfell, home of the Starks,
for filming of the series. Enjoy admission to
the movie set, dress up in authentic outfits and
pose for countless photo opportunities. Stop
to visit the haunting ruins of Inch Abbey, before
returning to Belfast. (B)

DAY 15: MON 24 AUG 2020
A Highlands Experience
In the morning, see the sights of Inverness
before travelling to the Culloden Moor Visitor
Centre, where Bonnie Prince Charlie’s Jacobite
army was finally defeated. The windswept moors
on which this final battle took place played a
significant role in the Outlander series as the
catalyst which forced Claire and Jamie to part
ways. A short drive away is the mysterious
Clava Cairns. This 4,000 year old burial site
with prehistoric standing stones was Diana
Gabeldon’s inspiration for Craigh na Dun, and
is certainly an evocative place. We then savour
a ‘wee dram’ during a visit to the Glen Ord
Distillery as you delve into the fasincating world
of the single malt. A short drive then takes you
to Beauly, the site of Beauly Priory and the tomb
of Lord Lovat in the heart of Clan Fraser lands.
Beauly Priory is a beautiful 13th-century ruin
and where the Lovat Frasers are buried in Diana
Gabaldon’s book. We return to Inverness with
time to enjoy the city for another evening. (B)

DAY 13: SAT 22 AUG 2020
Belfast – Glasgow
Cross the Irish Sea by ferry and journey to
Ardgowan, set on a stunning 10,000-acre coastal
estate. Meet Sir Ludovic Shaw-Stewart for a tour
of the expansive house and learn the history of
the area, family, estate and its contents - you
may even hear about the ghost! Delight in freshly
made, traditional Scottish tea, scones, cakes and
a selection of sandwiches. Continue to Glasgow
where your Travel Director will show you the city’s
grand public buildings, including George Square
and St. Mungo’s Cathedral - the Outlander film
location for ‘L’Hopital des Anges’ in Paris. It was
here that Claire persuaded Mother Hildegard to
let her put her medical knowledge to good use.
The remainder of the evening is free. (B,AT)

DAY 16: TUE 25 AUG 2020
Scottish Highlands - Edinburgh
We stop at the Newtonmore Highland Folk
Museum, which houses replicas of 18th-century
turf-roofed Highland crofts. These were used
as a setting location in the first episode of the

DAY 14: SUN 23 AUG 2020
Glasgow – Scottish Highlands
We continue our Outlander TV series film

DAY 10: WED 19 AUG 2020
Portrush
Today we visit the ruins of Dunluce Castle, which
is perched atop basalt rock jutting over the sea.
The castle was filmed in the popular Game of
Thrones television series as the House of Greyjoy
on the Iron Islands. We then enjoy a guided
tour and tasting at the famous Old Bushmills
whiskey distillery. Continue your journey to the
unique and legendary Giant’s Causeway, made of
hexagonal columns formed 60 million years ago.
Next, stop to visit Ballintoy Harbour, located
along the scenic North Antrim Coastline. It is
also where Theon, on the GOT show, returns
to the Iron Islands and meets his sister, Yara for
the first time. End your day exploring the Seven
Kingdoms with a visit to the Carrick-a-Rede rope
bridge. Return to your hotel in Portrush. (B)
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DAY 11: THU 20 AUG 2020
Portrush – Belfast
After breakfast, continue your Game of Thrones
journey, as you drive north along the Nine Glens
of Antrim, for lovely views of mountains, valleys
and coastline. Explore Cushendun Caves where
Melisandre gave birth to the shadow creature.
Then continue your travels and stop to view
Cairncastle, an open area of many hills and beauty
and used to film scenes from season one, four
and five. Next we stop to visit Shillanavogy Valley
which sits under the Slemish Mountain and enjoy
a close up look at the area filmed as the Dothraki
grasslands. Continue your journey along the
shores of Lough Neagh to *Shane’s Castle, built
in the 1300’s on the edge of the lake. The lough
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ESCORTED JOURNEY PRICE

$8,899*pp
Twin Share

$2,500* Single Supplement
Gratuities of $304 per person
are included in the price

Outlander show. Gain insights into rural life in
Scotland from the 18th century to the mid 20th
century, admiring the extensive collection of
artefacts. We next continue to Falkland, the
Outlander film location for 1940’s Inverness.
Stop in at Covenanter Hotel, which doubled as
Mrs Baird’s B & B in the series, before heading
to the enchanting capital of Edinburgh. This
evening in this vibrant city we enjoy a delicious
three course dinner at a local restaurant. (B,DW)

DAY 17: WED 26 AUG 2020
Edinburgh Sightseeing Including Tattoo
With our local expert this morning we see the
highlights of the city. We drive along Princes
Street to see the ornate Victorian Gothic
monument to Sir Walter Scott. Then tour
the elegant 18th century New Town with its
classical Adam facades. Over in the Old Town,
visit Edinburgh Castle, home of Mons Meg,

the Stone of Destiny and Scotland’s glittering
crown jewels. Tread in the footsteps of
Jamie and his beloved sassenach, embarking
on an Outlander walking tour through Old
Town’s winding cobblestone lanes. At the
bottom of the Royal Mile, stands the Palace of
Holyroodhouse, the official Scottish residence
of the Queen, which we visit next. Tonight we
venture to the Military Tattoo – a colourful
mixture of historic battles and military
manoeuvres with pipes and drums! (B)

DAY 18: THU 27 AUG 2020
Outlander Film Locations
Your journey into the world of Outlander
continues this morning as visit the 15th
century walls of Blackness Castle, on the
shores of the scenic Firth of Forth - which
doubles as Fort William prison in the TV series.
The castle interior will be familiar as the scene

TERMS & CONDITIONS
NOT INCLUDED: Airfares, passport and applicable Visa Fees, charges imposed by
third parties, laundry, phone calls, items of a personal nature, beverages, meals and
sightseeing not detailed in the itinerary, excess baggage, travel insurance. Please note
that travel insurance is highly recommended. Please see Ida Portella Business & Travel
Services for more details.
DEPOSIT: A non-refundable deposit of $500 per person is required at time of booking
to secure a place on tour.
FINAL PAYMENT: The balance of monies due for the tour must be paid by 12 May 2020.
Payments can be made by cash, cheque or credit card (fees apply). Payments after this
date may incur a late fee payment.
CANCELLATIONS: In the event you have to cancel your booking, cancellation fees will
apply. Deposit will be forfeited on cancellation prior to balance payment. After due date
for final payment, additional cancellation charges are subject to the conditions imposed
by individually contracted tour operators, airlines and hotels.
CHANGES IN PRICE AND ITINERARY: Prices in this brochure are based on costs,
charges, tariffs, taxes, levies and exchange rates at the time of publication. In the event
that such fluctuations affect the price to be paid for services, Ida Portella Business &
Travel Services reserves the right to adjust the price as necessary at any time. Insight
Vacations reserve the right to deviate from this itinerary or change hotels should it be
necessary due to unforeseen circumstances.
PORTERAGE: One suitcase on trip is included in the trip price and at arrival or departure
from each hotel.

BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES
Ida Portella Business & Travel Services
Suite 3, 186 Byrnes Street, Mareeba, 4880
PO Box 1334 Marreba, 4880
P: 0439 545 433 W: idaportella.com.au
E: ida@idaportella.com.au

where Black Jack Randall whips Jamie. Next
stop is the historic village of Culross which
stands in as the fictional Cranesmuir, delving
into tales of witchcraft and spells. Here we’ll
see Claire’s herb garden and Geillis Duncan’s
home in the remarkably well-preserved 16thcentury town centre. Return to Edinburgh,
where tonight we enjoy a Celebration Dinner
of modern Scottish cuisine which is of course
served with wine. (B,DW)

DAY 19: FRI 28 AUG 2020
Depart Edinburgh
Our memorable journey comes to an end as we
are transferred to Edinburgh airport and bid
farewell to our Travel Director for our onward
flight home! (B)

Meal Key: (B) = Breakfast, (AT) = Afternoon
Tea, (D) = Dinner, (DW) = Dinner with Wine

Due to limited coach capacity, this single bag should have a weight not exceeding 30
kg and dimensions not exceeding 77.5 cm x56 cm x 32 cm. Charges will be levied in the
event these limits are exceeded and our promise to transport you as indicated may be
invalidated. Note: Airlines may restrict check-in baggage to 20kgs per person – check
with your travel agent for airline luggage allowance.
LOCAL CURRENCY, TRAVELLER CHEQUES: We recommend that you take with you a
combination of holiday money, credit cards and local currency. Ida Portella Business &
Travel Services can provide further assistance if required.
PASSPORT, VISAS AND TAXES: You must have a valid passport with 6 months validity
from date of return.
SMOKING: is not permitted on board aircraft or coaches, and within the airport
terminals.
SEAT CHANGES: A seat rotation system will apply on board our coach whilst touring.

DOCUMENTATION: Approximately 2 weeks prior to departure from Australia,
documentation will be received by your travel agent including a trip itinerary, a full hotel
list, baggage labels and ticket wallet.
MINIMUM NUMBERS: A minimum of 22 passengers is required to operate this trip as
brochure. Should this not be met, Ida Portella Business & Travel Services reserves the
right to alter or cancel arrangements.
PLEASE NOTE: Insight Vacations reserve the right to alter or deviate from the trip
itinerary should circumstances dictate. Coach use is subject to EEC Regulations.
For further information on any of the above conditions, please contact our friendly staff
at Ida Portella Business & Travel Services

